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Banjo Paterson- A Biography

Andrew Barton "Banjo' Paterson (1864-
1941). Poet, ballad writer, journalist and
horseman.

'‘Banjo' Paterson, known as Barty to his
family, was born Andrew Barton Paterson
at Narrambla, near Orange on 17 February
1864. His
parents, Andrew
Bogle and Rose
Isabella Paterson
were graziers on
lllalong station in
the Yass district.

Paterson's early
education took place at home under a
governess and then at the bush school in
Binalong, the nearest township. From
about the age of ten years he attended the
Sydney Grammar School. He lived with his
grandmother in Gladesville and spent the

school holidays at lllalong station with his family.

After completing school the 16-year-old Paterson
was articled to a Sydney firm of solicitors, Spain
and Salway. He was admitted as a solicitor in 1886
and formed the legal partnership, Street and
Paterson.
During these
years
Paterson
began
publishing
verse in the
Bulletin and
Sydney Mail
under the
pseudonyms
'B'and 'The
Banjo'.

In 1895, at the age of 31 and still in partnership
with Street, Andrew Barton Paterson achieved two
milestones in Australian writing. He composed his
now famous ballad 'Waltzing Matilda' and his first






